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Memorandum

To:
State Speech and Debate Contact Persons

From:
Kent Summers

Subject:
Announcement of 2007-2008 National High School Debate Topic 

Date:
January 8, 2006
Following are the final results for the 2007-2008 national high school debate topic balloting. Ballots were first sent to states, the District of Columbia, the National Forensic League, National Debate Coaches Association and the National Catholic Forensic League last August. After a period of discussion of the two final topic areas, states conducted balloting in December and January. Results were sent to NFHS headquarters by January 3, 2007.

Africa was chosen with 17 of the 34 votes cast for the topic. Following is a breakdown of how the states voted, as well as NCFL, NDCA and NFL.

	Africa 
	Pandemics

	California
	Florida
	Georgia
	Alabama
	Alaska
	Arkansas

	Idaho
	Michigan
	Mississippi
	Hawaii
	Illinois
	Indiana

	Missouri
	Montana
	Nebraska
	Iowa
	Kansas
	Minnesota

	N Dakota
	Ohio*
	Oregon
	New Jersey
	Ohio*
	Oklahoma

	Utah
	Washington
	Wisconsin
	Pennsylvania
	S Dakota
	Texas

	Wyoming
	NDCA
	NFL
	Virginia
	NCFL
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


* The vote in Ohio was a tie.
Resolved: The United States federal government should substantially increase its public health assistance to Sub-Saharan Africa.

The 2007 Topic Selection Meeting will be held in San Diego, California, August 3-5. Specific information regarding lodging, travel arrangements and daily schedules will be sent to your office at a later date. You may also check our Web site at: http://www.nfhs.org/web/2006/08/speech_debate_theater_association.aspx
2007-2008 NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL DEBATE TOPIC
AFRICA

Resolved: The United States federal government should substantially increase its public health assistance to Sub-Saharan Africa.

There is perhaps no issue more timely and critical than the status of people living in poverty in Sub-Saharan Africa. While world attention has once again focused on this crisis, attention has not translated to sufficient action. Despite the promise of the G-8 to end African poverty, the World Development Movement calls the current solutions “a disaster for the world’s poor.” The public health problem in Africa is an essential topic, with current research and a wide array of potential solutions for both affirmatives and negatives to consider. Potential affirmatives on this topic include access to education and pharmaceuticals for AIDS, public health education of women and direct aid, and nutritional information — since it relates to public health. Negative ground will be preserved with a strong array of specific and broadly applicable arguments, including whether the United States is the best agent to engage with Sub-Saharan Africa as opposed to, for example, other African nations or the European Union or Asia.  There are critique-based arguments of development, and the idea of colonialism.  And there are a myriad of economic and international cooperation arguments and disadvantages.  The resolution is confined by public health initiatives, since that encompasses much of the education and nutrition ground on which last year’s potential topic was focused.  Given the important dimension of this problem for this and generations to come, there is no better topic for the brightest of our students to tackle. Debating this topic would provide students a unique opportunity to advocate solutions for people too often ignored in our policy discussions and debates, and give Africa the significance it deserves. 

