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Bill Number: 219
Bill Introduced by: Josh Smith and Yvonne Hindshaw
Representing: University of Arkansas at Monticello
Assigned to Committee:  FA

Name of Chairperson;

Short Title:

A BILL RECOMMENDING TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF
ARKANSAS TO OFFER SCHOLARSHIPS FOR ALL HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS TO TAKE
AN ACT OR SAT TEST.

Whereas, an estimated 56% of students are missing out on financial aid for college due to waiting
too late to apply to a university or college according to the National Center for Educational
Statistics.

Whereas, to formally process an application for enrollment and be allowed to apply for an
institutional scholarship or grant, a student must have taken either the ACT or SAT tests and the
studies have found that the average high school student is waiting until their senior year to take
the tests.

Whereas, the NCES recommends that students begin the application process their junior year by
ensuring that either an ACT or SAT is completed within that scholastic year.

Whereas, the proposed bill will give each student an equal opportunity to take the tests without
incurring the cost, take the test at an early enough date to ensure a score to place upon scholarship
applications with early deadlines, and raise general awareness of the process of being accepted
into college.

Section 1: BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, BY THE 2009 STUDENT CONGRESS, THAT
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS RECOMMEND THAT THE
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION:

2. should create a scholarship for all Arkansas high school juniors that will pay

3. foreither one ACT Test or one SAT Test.
Section 2: BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, BY THE 2009 STUDENT CONGRESS, THAT
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS RECOMMEND THAT THE
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION:

2. implement this scholarship at the beginning of the 2011-2012 school year.
Section 3: BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, BY THE 2009 STUDENT CONGRESS, THAT

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS RECOMMEND THAT THE
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION:

2. enforce the new act through normal means.
Section 4: BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, BY THE 2009 STUDENT CONGRESS, THAT
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS RECOMMEND THAT THE
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION:

2. fund the estimated cost of $1.1 million dollars annually through the Arkansas State

3. Lottery.
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Bill Number 207

Bill introduced by Camille Hollis and Emily Hill
Representing Henderson State University
Assigned to Committee  HEW
Name of Chairperson

SHORT TITLE: A BILL RECOMMENDING TO THE ARKANSAS GENERAL
ASSEMBLY THAT ALL PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES OFFER CHILDCARE
SERVICES TO STUDENTS

Whereas, due to the struggling economy, many young parents are returning to schools to
increase their marketability and support their families

Whereas, private childcare often puts insurmountable financial strain on parent students.

Whereas, scheduling of private childcare programs disrupts class schedules and hinders
the academic potential of parent students.

Whereas, campus childcare programs would allow parents peace of mind as well as
convenience

Section I BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
2. STATE OF ARKANSAS All public two and four year universities in Arkansas
3. will offer childcare services to enrolled students in need.

Section II Funding will be at the discretion of the Universities.

Section III Non complying universities will lose public funding.

Section IV This bill will take effect January 1, 2010.

Action of Originating House Passed Failed
Time Signature of the Clerk
Action of Second House Passed Failed

Time Signature of the Clerk




Bill Number: d H

Bill Introduced by: Michael Murphy and Josh Bramlett
Representing: University of Central Arkansas

Assigned to Committee:_H & LD

Name of Chairperson:

SHORT TITLE: A BILL RECOMMENDING TO THE ARKANSAS GENERAL
ASSEMBLY THAT THE “OCCURRENCE RULE” STATUTES OF LIMITATION BE
ABANDONED IN FAVOR OF THE “DATE OF INJURY RULE” IN MALPRACTICE

SUITS

Whereas, Arkansas currently maintains an archaic method of dealing with malpractice suits
in which patients are hurt and unable to receive legal retribution.

Whereas, a patient who becomes injured or dies three years and one day following an act of
malpractice has no standing to sue, even if the doctor is entirely at fault.

Whereas, most states across the nation have long abandoned the “Occurrence Rule” in favor
of the “Date of Injury Rule.”

Whereas, all Arkansans should have the ability to bring a malpractice suit in any situation
after damages have occurred, regardless of time passed post operation.

Whereas, adopting a “Date of Injury Rule” would allow Arkansans to bring malpractice
suits after injury or damages occur rather than within three years of the original
incident.

Whereas, the Supreme Court of Arkansas stated in Moix-McNutt v. Brown (2002) that “if

such a marked change is to be made in the interpretation of statutes that have long
been the law, it should be done prospectively by the legislature and not
retrospectively by the courts.”

Section I: BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE 2009 STUDENT CONGRESS THAT
2. the statute of limitation in malpractice suits follow the “Date of Injury Rule.”
3. Three year statutes of limitation will begin after the date of injury
4. following an incident of malpractice.

Section II: The “Date of Injury Rule” will become effective immediately upon ratification.

Section III:  Courts of Arkansas will enforce the “Date of Injury Rule.”

Action of Originating House: Passed / Failed:
Time: Signature of Clerk:
Action of Second House: Passed / Failed:

Time: Signature of Clerk:




Bill Number___ 215

Bill introduced by Kirk Ross
Representing: University of the Ozarks
Assigned to Committee_ HEW___
Time approved by Committee

Name of Chairperson

SHORT TITLE: A BILL RECOMMENDING TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS TO
ADOPT A PILOT ALCOHOL EDUCATION COURSE BASED ON THE MODEL ALCOHOL EDUCATION
CURRICULUM BY JOHN McCARDELL.

Whereas: the state of Arkansas does not explicitly prohibit the consumption of alcohol by minors, and the 1984
Néltional Minimum Drinking Age Act allows for the consumption of alcohol by minors for the purpose of
education;

Whereas: Arkansas has one of the lowest rates of taxes on alcohol in the country;

Whereas: Binge drinking, according to medicine.net, is “the dangerous practice of consuming large quantities of
alcoholic beverages in a single session.” A binae drinking epidemic is sweeping the nation, with about
75% of the alcohol consumed by adults in the United States is in the form of binge drinks.

Whereas: The proportion of current drinkers that binge drink is highest in the 18- to 20-year-old group (51%),
contributing to problems with drunk driving and youth alcoholism.

Section |. BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS
2. that an alcohol education course be taught in 10 pilot Eublic schools of Arkansas by a certified alcohol
3. educator, trained specifically to cover the legal, ethical, health and safeg issues of the curriculum, skilled in
151. dga{ing with young adults and in providing unbiased accurate alcohol education for both drinkers and

. abstainers.

Section II: The curriculum will consist of at least 3 school years or 9 semesters of instruction, with most time
2. spent in the classroom setting, supplemented by sessions of community involvement—DW/ court

3. hearinc};s, safe ride taxi programs, and community forums. Upon successful completion of the curriculum,
4. each student of the program will receive a field license, entitling him/her to carry on with field work which
5. will entitle all the privileges and responsibilities of adult alcohol purchase, possession, and consumption of
6. alcohol. The requirements for students participating in the progiram are sophomore classification, 3.2

7. GPA, Parent or Legal guardian approval, and student approval by the School Board.

Section [lI: After the first graduating class of the program, the participating school's board members,

2. students, and alcohol educators will convene at the state capital to evaluate the pilot program. If the
3. program receives a favorable evaluation, a Special Alcohol Education board will be formed to make a
4. state-wide Alcohol Education Program for the state.

Section IV: The curriculum will be monitored, administered, and enforced by a joint relationship of local school
2. board and the Arkansas Department of Education.

Section V: The State of Arkansas will double all Arkansas alcohol taxes stated above, raising the annual
g. a!lcc;hol income for the state from $4,395,210 to $8,790,420, designating that all noncommitted funds go to the
. pilot program.

Action of Originating House Passed Failed
Time Signature of Clerk
Action of Second House Passed Failed

Time Signature of Clerk




Bill Number: 220
Bill Introduced by: Daniel Graves & Kate Kelley
Representing: University of Arkansas at Monticello
Assigned to Committee:  HEW

Name of Chairperson;

SHORT TITLE: A BILL RECOMMENDING TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLEY OF
THE STATE OF ARKANSAS TO REFORM ARKANSAS LAW IN ORDER TO
INCORPORATE A NUTRITION COURSE THAT IS MANDATORY UPON
GRADUATION FROM HIGH SCHOOL.

Whereas, there are 138,921 high school students who are uninformed about proper
nutritional facts that deal with brain functioning, growth, malnutrition, obesity
and several more; nutrition is important for students to know in order to
maintain a “healthy lifestyle;”

Whereas, obesity rates have significantly increased between the years 1991 at 10-14%
through 2008 at 28.3%, according to CDC.gov, and 36.2 million people are
malnourished, according to FRAC.org, which are involved with the lack of
knowledge about nutrition facts;

Whereas, nutrition courses are not mandatory for students to take upon graduation,

Whereas, informing students of the risks of improper nutrition will be a step towards
improving the education system, as well as the healthy lifestyles of many.

Section I: NOW, BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, BY THE 2009 STUDENT
2.CONGRESS ON HUMAN RELATIONS, THAT THE GENERAL
3.ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS required that the
4.Arkansas Department of Education incorporate a nutrition course to be
5.mandatory upon graduation by high school students.

Section II: implement a nutrition course starting with the school year of 2013/2014.
Section III: that the Arkansas Department of Education enforce the act.
Section IV: no funding required for this act due to currently certified physical education,

2.health, and family and consumer science teachers who are already certified
3.in this area.

Action of Originating House Passed / Failed:
Time: Signature of Clerk:
Action of Second House Passed / Failed:

Time: Signature of Clerk:
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Bill Number _201
Bill Introduced By Caelan O’Sullivan and Takayla Ames, Senate
Representing Hendrix College

Assigned to Committee JAG
Time Approved by Committee
Name of Chairperson

SHORT TITLE: A BILL RECOMMENDING TO THE ARKANSAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY
THAT ARKANSAS CODE 2-19-205 BE AMENDED TO AUGMENT FERTILIZER
LABELING AND TREATMENT STANDARDS.

Whereas, ‘Municipal sewage sludge’ in the form of human waste solids is currently utilized
as a prime fertilizer source in mass-scale Arkansas farming initiatives, and;

Whereas, Sewage sludge has been found to contain high levels of toxic heavy metals such
as cadmium and lead, and;

Whereas, The Environmental Protection Agency has announced 25 deadly families of
pathogenic disease organisms and 21 carcinogens in sludge, five of which are
carcinogenic when inhaled, and;

Whereas, American standards bear no relationship to other national standards in terms of
concentrations of permissible metals, and;

Whereas, State law mandates only the reporting of nitrogen and phosphoric acid in
fertilizers but no other potentially environmentally harmful compounds, and;

Whereas, Sewage sludge is known to become increasingly susceptible to antibiotic-resistant
bacteria after its fourteenth hour of existence.

Section I: BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE 2009 STUDENT CONGRESS
THAT
2. line 4 in section 2-19-205 of the Arkansas Code be stricken and replaced with
3. “Fertilizer producers are required to report cadmium, fluoride, lead, nitrogen,
4. and phosphoric acid content percentages, and Class A sludge must be
5. agriculturally incorporated within 14 hours of treatment to inhibit pathogenic
6. organism growth; and”

Section II: This act will be enforced by the Arkansas Department of Agriculture.

Section III: ~ This act will be effective upon adoption.

Action of Originating House Passed Failed
Time Signature of Clerk
Action of Second House Passed Failed

Time Signature of Clerk




Bill Number:___210
Bill Introduced by: Cara Coker and Clermon Acklin
Representing: University of Central Arkansas

Assigned to Committee:_ JAG
Name of Chairperson:

SHORT TITLE: A BILL RECOMMENDING TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
STATE OF ARKANSAS TO STRIKE ARKANSAS CODE 6-16-104.

Whereas, students who learn foreign languages score statistically higher on standardized
college entrance exams than those who do not and;

Whereas, Arkansas’ standardized tests scores rank lower than the national test scores and;

Whereas, research shows that a student learning a second language before adolescence has a
substantially greater opportunity to gain proficiency in that foreign language and,

Whereas, the majority of foreign language programs in Arkansas begin at the secondary
educational level and;

Whereas, the most effective way to teach a foreign language is through content-based
instruction and;

Whereas, Arkansas is one of the six states left that does not allow for educational
opportunities in other languages as the other forty-four states do and;

Whereas, the original intent of this law is archaic.

Section I: BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE 2009 STUDENT CONGRESS
THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS
3. strike code 6-16-104, the basic language of instruction, in order to
4. improve the state foreign language programs.

Section II: This act will be administered by the Arkansas Department of Education.

\Section I1I: ~ This act will be effective upon adoption.

Action of Originating House: Passed / Failed:

Time: Signature of Clerk:

Action of Second House: Passed / Failed:

Time: Signature of Clerk:




Bill Number 216

Bill introduced by Katherine Menhard
Representing: University of the Ozarks
Assigned to Committee  JAG

Time approved by Committee
Name of Chairperson

SHORT TITLE: A BILL RECOMMENDING THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
STATE OF ARKANSAS CREATE A STUDENT STIPEND FOR THE SUPPORT OF
UNDERGRADUATE COLLEGE STUDENTS WHO QUALIFY AS “FINANCIALLY
INDEPENDENT” UNDER FEDERAL TAX CODES, BUT NOT UNDER SCHOOL
REGULATIONS.

Whereas: higher education is vital to the continued wellbeing of our nation and there are still
many middle-class students who are unable to afford advanced education;

Whereas: these same middle-income students do not qualify for existing federal assistance due
to their inability to qualify as “financially independent” under school regulations;

Whereas: these middle-income students would qualify as “financially independent” under
normal federal tax codes;

Section I: BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
STATE OF ARKANSAS THAT

2. a stipend be created to support qualified students in their efforts to complete an undergraduate
3. degree at a 2-year college, a 2-year trade school, or 4-year college or university.

Section II: To qualify for the program, students must prove the following: 1) that for two years,
2.they have qualified as “financially independent” under normal federal tax codes; 2) that they
3. are actively working toward an undergraduate degree and have maintained a 3.0 GPA in all

4. college work; 3) that they work 30 hours or more per week with income of less than $25,000
5. per year; 4) that they receive less than $8,000 of academic financial aid and/or less than

6. $10,000 per year in any other assistance programs. Applicants will also be required to write a
7. four-page essay providing a plan for use of the stipend.

Section III: This act will be administered by the Arkansas Department of Higher Education.
Section IV: Funding will come from money received through the Arkansas lottery.

Section V: This act will become effective with the school year of 2010-11.

Action of Originating House Passed Failed
Time Signature of Clerk
Action of Second House Passed Failed

Time Signature of Clerk
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Bill Number 203
Bill Introduced By Derek Cash and Chris Weaver
Representing Hendrix College

Assigned to Committee RT
Time Approved by Committee
Name of Chairperson

SHORT TITLE: A BILL RECOMMENDING TO THE ARKANSAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY
THE BARRING OF DISPROPORTIONATE BUDGET CUTS IN FINE ARTS PROGRAMS
AND ATHLETICS

Whereas,

School districts are currently allocating up to 7 percent of funds to athletic
programs, and;

Whereas, The average funding for fine arts programs is only $6 per student, and,

Whereas, School districts are facing severe budget cuts due to the current economic
situation, and;

Whereas, Fine arts programs are being disproportionately reduced compared to athletics,
and;

Whereas, The majority of budget cuts target fine arts programs first.

Section I: BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE 2009 STUDENT CONGRESS
THAT
2. any increase or reduction in funding and/or staff for fine arts programs in
3. public secondary schools must be met with identical increase or reduction, with
4. regards to percentage of total spending.

Section II: This act will be enforced by the Arkansas Department of Education.

Section III: ~ This act will be effective as of the beginning of the 2010-2011 academic school
year.

Action of Originating House Passed Failed

Time Signature of Clerk

Action of Second House Passed Failed

Time Signature of Clerk




Bill Number: 205
Bill Introduced by: Ivey Kelly and Ish Wordlaw
Representing: Henderson State University

Assigned to Committee:  RT
Time Approved by Committee
Chairperson:

SHORT TITLE: A BILL RECOMMENDING TO THE ARKANSAS GENERAL
ASSEMBLY TO AMEND TRAFFIC LAWS IN REGARD TO FUNERAL
PROCESSIONS

Whereas, funeral processions are solemn occasions involving hyper-focused drivers
wherein confusion can be dangerous

Whereas, members of the public largely expect funeral processions to proceed as a unit
regardless of light changes

Whereas, five states allow absolute right of way at intersections for funeral processions
and fifteen other states allow the procession right of way if the lead car legally
entered the intersection, regardless of light change.

Section I BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE

2. STATE OF ARKANSAS that the traffic laws of Arkansas be amended to allow
3. Funeral processions right of way through intersections.

Section II Enforcement will be provided by the Arkansas State Police and local law
2. enforcement agencies.

Section III Funding will be generated through fines collected by offenders

Action of Originating House Passed Failed
Time Signature of the Clerk
Action of Second House Passed Failed

Time Signature of the Clerk




Bill Number: <9 }9

Bill Introduced by: Nick Schroeder and David Saterfield
Representing: University of Central Arkansas

Assigned to Committee: 1

Name of Chairperson:

SHORT TITLE: A BILL RECOMMENDING TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
STATE OF ARKANSAS THAT ARKANSAS LAW 11-4-210 CONCERNING STATE
MINIMUM WAGE BE AMENDED.

Whereas, the federal minimum wage supersedes Arkansas’ current minimum wage of $6.25
per hour.

Whereas, Arkansas is one of only four states which have a minimum wage lower than the
federal minimum wage.

Whereas, the federal minimum wage is based upon the national cost of living which is
generally higher than Arkansas’ cost of living, giving our residents greater
spending power.

Section I: BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE 2009 STUDENT CONGRESS THAT
2. law 11-4-210 be amended to read “all employers shall pay each of his or her
3. employees no less than the most recent federal wage minimum per hour except
4. as otherwise provided in this subchapter.”

Section II: This act shall be implemented upon the date of ratification

Section III: ~ The Arkansas Department of Labor will enforce the act.

Action of Originating House: Passed / Failed:

Time: Signature of Clerk:

Action of Second House: Passed / Failed:

Time: Signature of Clerk:




Bill Number: 217
A BILL introduced by Zack Tucker & Stevie Fowler
Representing: University of Arkansas at Monticello

Assigned to Committee:  RT

Time approved by Committee:

Name of Chairperson:

SHORT TITLE: A BILL RECOMMENDING TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF
ARKANSAS TO REGULATE WATER USAGE IN STATE’S AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY, IN THE
FORM OF SUBSIDIZED WATERSHEDS.

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Section [:

ground-water is of great importance in the state of Arkansas. Ground-water use in Arkansas is
about 7.5 billion gallons a day, of which 6.9 billion gallons is used for irrigation alone. There is
some 4.7 million acres of cropland in Arkansas that is irrigated and of this 84 percent is
irrigated with ground-water. The growth in ground-water use has grown by some 632 percent
from 1965-2005 just for irrigation alone; and

according to U.S. Geological Survey, Arkansas ranks fourth in the U.S. for the amount of
ground water usage, trailing only the states of California, Texas, and Nebraska. This is
remarkable considering the state’s relatively small population, in comparison. Most of the
usage is for agricultural irrigation; only a small percentage is used for public supply; and

the Arkansas Natural Resource Commission, the Natural Resource Conservation Service, and
the Arkansas Geological Survey has declared eleven counties in Eastern Arkansas as “Critical
Groundwater Decline Area” where the Alluvial aquifer is declining at more than 1ft/year, and
in some cases, the Saturated thickness of the aquifer has been reduced to less than 50%; now

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, BY THE 2009 STUDENT CONGRESS ON HUMAN

2. RELATIONS, THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:
3.should adopt Arkansas Code § 6-85-221 to read as follows: “(a) The Arkansas Department of
4.Higher Education will offer a scholarship, as part of the Arkansas Academic Challenge
5.Program, for all Arkansas students who are twenty-four (24) months from graduating from an
6.Arkansas high school for the total amount of the one ACT exam. (b) The funds will be
7.distributed to ACT, Inc., and registering the student to take the ACT exam at the location of
8.choice, within the state of Arkansas. (¢) No student shall receive more than one scholarship
9.from the Academic Challenge Program to take the ACT exam.”

Section II:AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLEY OF THE

2.STATE OF ARKANSAS INSTRUCT THE ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HIGHER
3.EDUCATION TO AMEND ITS RULES & REGULATION TO COMPLY TO THE ABOVE
4.CODES; AND to amend Arkansas Code § 6-85-205.(d).1 to read as follows: The Department
5.of Education and the Department of Higher Education are directed to develop appropriate
6.informational materials on the Arkansas Academic Challenge Scholarship Program and its
7.ACT Exam Scholarship to ensure distribution of the materials to Arkansas students in grade
8.seven through grade twelve (7-12) each year as a part of the packet of materials on
9.precollegiate preparation distributed by the Department of Education as required by

10.§ 6-61-217.

Action of Originating House Passed / Failed:
Time: Signature of Clerk:
Action of Second House Passed / Failed:
Time: Signature of Clerk:




