EBSCO Publishing Student Tutorial 

MAS Ultra – School Edition
High School Research 
Welcome! With this tutorial, EBSCO Publishing wants to help you use this database for school-related work, and put full text information at your fingertips for research projects.

You’ll be able to access varied sources for content in manageable chunks, without the load of books. You’ll find that articles are:

· easier to work through for research

· and offer exposure to different perspectives on the same issue.

Imagine you are studying world current events in a Grade 11 Social Science class, and your assignment is to use this database to find articles about the United Nations and the r ole of the United States within it, then prepare a report.  You will need to include examples of differing points of view on the topic.

Keywords

Keywords help you search this database and give you access to information. 

Before you begin searching, make a list of keywords that will help you find information about the United Nations and its predecessor, the League of Nations. Let common sense guide you. 

Here are some examples: 

League of Nations, United Nations, U.N., Security Council, peacekeeping, Woodrow Wilson
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Keyword Accessories: Use the words together to focus in, and separate them with words like AND, NOT, OR, to get results that have both words.

ex. Woodrow Wilson and League of Nations would help you find articles about the history of the United Nations and America’s early role.

Click Full Text to search full text articles only. This eliminates having to weed through results that are only citations. See picture below
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Search Results-Sorting Things Out

You’ve entered a keyword, and now you have some results. How do you wade through them? One way is to decide what you want to look at. For example, do you want primary source articles only? You can filter your list by clicking a search result icon at the top of your list. If you click “Primary Source Documents”, your list will include only that type of article that matches your keyword search.
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Same Topic, Different Points of View:

Keys to Good Research

Previewing and reading information from different sources will offer different facts and perspectives on the same topic. This will help you do well-rounded research. For example, U.S. News, Newsweek, The Economist (British), Time, Business Week, and Dept. of State Dispatch, all publish with different editorial styles and objectives.

The MAS Ultra – School Edition database provides full text for over 500 popular general interest and current events publications with information dating back as far as 1975 for key magazines. It also provides:


· close to 550 full text pamphlets

· 253 full text reference books

· nearly 100,000 biographies

· 76,000 primary source documents

· and an image collection of 116,000 photos, maps and flags. 


By the Way…What is a primary source document?
A primary source document is an article that contains the original text of an historical document or speech. You will want to search this if you need to read the original text of say, the Declaration of Independence, President Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, or government speeches and meetings.

Little Research Tricks 

If you know the title of a specific article, but forget the name of the journal, and want to go back to it, enter the title in the KEYWORD Find box.

The box is not case sensitive, so you’re not obliged to use capital letters.
If you know the magazine or source you want to search for articles, enter the keywords you’d like to search, then the name of either journal in the

Magazine box of the EBSCOhost New Search screen.

Click on the title to preview an article summary, or abstract and read the full text. If it fits your needs, save it to your folder and/or print it.  




Once you’ve found an article or articles you like, you can save, print, even email the content. Here’s how:

Step 1: Save the article to your EBSCOhost search folder. Click the folder icon to the right of the title on your result list. See illustration below. 
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Step 2:  Now go to the yellow folder icon at the top right side of the page indicating an item in the folder. Click on the icon. See illustration below
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Step 3: Click on a Delivery Option located above the articles.
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There you go!  Good Luck with the assignment!
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