CIS 4503 – Business Data Communications

Course Syllabus – Fall 2009
	Instructor:  T. Cossey
	Course Time: MW 2:10-3:30pm
                             

	Office Hours:  
M 8:30-9am, 10-11am, 12-2pm
W 8:30-9am, 10-11am, 12-2pm, 3:30-4pm
F 8:30-9am, 10-11am, 12-1pm
**Other hours by appointment**
	Office:  BBC 113

E-mail:  cossey@uamont.edu
Telephone:  460-1541

	
	


Course Prerequisite


Students must have successfully completed COBOL or Object-Oriented Programming.  Students should also have an active e-mail account and Internet access.

Required Text and Materials


Data Communications and Computer Networks, Fourth Edition.  White, Curt.  Course Technology, 2004.

Course Objective


This course is intended to provide a strong introduction to both communications and networking for those desiring a career in computers.  After successfully completing this course, students will be able to:
1. Understand data communications

2. Demonstrate knowledge of networks

3. Display ability to configure a server-client network

Course Policies

Attendance


Students are expected to attend all classes.  Students are responsible for notifying the instructor of their late arrival to avoid incurring an absence.  After 6 hours of missed class, the instructor may contact the Registrar, Student Services, Financial Aid, and any other applicable administrator.  It is the student’s responsibility to inform the instructor of any excused absences (including school-sponsored events) prior to the missed class.  Absences will affect your class participation grade.  


A student must be current with course work assignments and/or examinations and must have completed at least 75% of all required course work assignments and/or examinations to be considered for a grade of incomplete (I).

Grading Policy


There will be three (3) exams, including the final, throughout the course.  Each exam will be worth 100 points. Homework, quizzes, and class participation will total up to 100 points. The possible 400 points are accumulated, averaged, and applied to produce the final grade:


A = 90% - 100%


D = 60% - 69%

B = 80% - 89%


F =   0% - 59%


C = 70% - 79%

The above grade assignment may be revised at the discretion of the instructor.


Make-up exams are not guaranteed.  Every effort should be made to notify the instructor before the exam if the exam is missed.  The instructor must be notified within 24 hours of the scheduled exam.  Failure to meet this deadline will result in a grade of zero being assigned for the exam.  Any make-up exam allowed will carry a 10% penalty and will be given and scored at the convenience of the professor.


Late work will not be accepted.  Cheating will not be tolerated.  Do your own work.  Plagiarism, cheating, or stealing another’s work will result in a grade of zero for all persons involved on the assignment.  If you are caught cheating, you forfeit all bonus point opportunities that may be offered. 

NOTE: Cell phones, pagers, MP3 players, and Bluetooth devices should be silenced and stored away during class.  A device that is used to send/receive messages or rings during class will result in a penalty of 5 participation points.  An answered call results in a 10-point penalty and dismissal from class for the day.
Special Dates


September 7 – Labor Day (no classes)


November 11 – Last day to drop with a “W”


November 25-27 –Thanksgiving Holiday (no classes)


December 11 – Last day of classes


December 15 – Final Exam 10:30-12:30pm 

Student Conduct Code


All students are required to comply with the requirements of the Student Conduct Code as specified in the Student Handbook.  The handbook, which includes the conduct code, is available online at http://www.uamont.edu/pdf/Student Handbook.pdf.

Students with Disabilities


It is the policy of the University of Arkansas-Monticello to accommodate individuals with disabilities pursuant to federal law and the University’s commitment to equal educational opportunities.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any necessary accommodations at the beginning of the course.  Any student requiring accommodations should contact the Office of Special Student Services located in Harris Hall room 120, phone 870-460-1026, TDD 870-460-1626, fax 870-460-1926.
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