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AGRI 472V SPECIAL TOPICS: AGRICULTURAL LAW
UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS AT MONTICELLO - FALL 2007

Instructor: C. Robert Stark, Jr.

OFFICE HOURS:
MTWThF: 1:00-4:00 P.M.

Other hours by individual appointment.  Office phone:  460-1414.

CLASS SESSION TIME:
  By arrangement.
COURSE
An overview of basic legal principles applicable to agriculture including DESCRIPTION:
fundamental terminology, categories of law, and an examination of 

prominent agricultural law topics within and outside of Arkansas.

PREREQUISITES:
AGEC 2273 or ECON 2213

TEXT:
Agricultural Law: Principles and Cases, by Uchtmann and Looney, 1993, McGraw-Hill Publishing Company.


Other selected references as needed by topic.

COURSE GOALS:
1)  To become familiar with basic principles of the U.S. legal system.

2)  To differentiate between the categories of law.

3)  To examine, in depth, several prominent agricultural law topics


within and outside of Arkansas.
GRADING:
Major Reports (3 per semester)

30%

University Seminar Presentation

50%
Computer & Other Homework Research Assignments
20%






Total
100%
Grade Scale:
A
=
90-100%
B
=
80-89%
C
=
70-79%

D
=
60-69%
F
=
Below 60%
          No curve will be applied to any grades.  Rounding will be 0.5 up and below 0.5 down.

SPECIAL POLICIES:  Students are expected to attend all classes.   Assignments or other material missed due to university approved absences must be submitted prior to the absence.  Makeup  


exams will be given at the discretion of the instructor.  Cheating and plagiarism are considered


academic violations and guidelines against such will be strictly enforced in accordance with university policy on Academic Conduct Code Violations as stated in the UAM student handbook.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: It is the policy of the University of Arkansas at Monticello to 
accommodate individuals with disabilities pursuant to federal law and the University’s commitment to equal educational opportunities.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any necessary accommodations at the beginning of the course.  Any student requiring accommodations should contact the Office of Special Student Services located in Harris Hall Room 120; phone 870 460-1026; TDD 870 460-1626; fax 870 460-1926.
UAM will no longer mail grade reports to all students.  You may access your grades through Campus Connect on the UAM homepage,   www.uamont.edu    To have your grades mailed to you, complete the grade request form available in the Registrar’s Office in Monticello, or the Student Services offices in Crossett and McGehee.
STUDENT BEHAVIOR IN CLASS:  The following actions are prohibited under the Student Conduct 
Code: H.  Disorderly Conduct:  Any behavior which disrupts the regular or normal functions of the University community, including behavior which breaches the peace or violates the rights of others.  Disorderly conduct in class may lead to expulsion from class, withdrawal from the course, loss of a grade, or failure of the course.
(Note: All students must have a valid UAM email account for class communications.)

SPECIAL DATES:
Tuesday, August 28 - Last day to register or add classes.

Monday, September 3 - Labor Day Holiday.

Friday, October 5 - Deadline to file for May graduation.

Monday, November 5-Friday, November 16 - Pre-registration for Spring.

Wednesday, November 7 - Last day to drop with a "W".

Thursday&Friday, November 22-23 - Thanksgiving Holiday

Friday, December 7 - Last day of classes.
Study Topics
COURSE OUTLINE

PART I
Background to the Study of Law and Agricultural Law
PART II
Contract Law

     Contract Information



UCC and contracts

     Warranties




Performance of contracts
     Remedies for breach of contracts
Farm tenancy/partnerships/corporations
PART III
Tort Law

     Intentional torts




Liability for entering property
     Negligence




Strict liability

     Noxious weeds




Nuisance law

     Liability for employees



Fence laws

PART IV
                    Property Law

     Nature and ownership of property (real versus personal property)
Water and drainage

     Transferring title to property (acquiring and disposing)
Land rights & limitations

PART V
Regulatory Law

     Federal & State




Antitrust suits

     Animal & plant regulation

Agricultural commodity regulation

     Labor laws




Foreign ownership of land

     Biotechnology regulation

PART VI
Environmental Law

     Clean Air Act




Clean Water Act

     Hazardous waste




Endangered Species Act

     Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA)

     NPDES permit system and Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs)

