UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS AT MONTICELLO
Division of Computer Information Systems

Faculty Meeting

January 20, 2009
Present:  Roiger, Cossey, Donham, Harris, Hendrix, Marsh, and Selby

Meeting began at 12:36 p.m.
Technical Course Transfer
Dr. Roiger began the meeting with Ms. Marsh’s request to discuss technical course transfers. Ms. Marsh stated six (6) hours of technical credit can be transferred in as an elective, and asked if students should be encouraged to attend classes at the Crossett campus. Dr. Roiger explained that Ms. Rushing at the Crossett campus was presently working around adjunct instructors’ schedules when scheduling technical courses. Also, SEARK’s technical program is in difficulty with one SEARK student taking the PC Hardware/Software Maintenance class this semester at UAM.  In light of this, the faculty will continue to transfer six (6) hours of technical courses in as electives whenever possible using the course substitution form.
Title IV Aid

Dr. Roiger reminded faculty of the email sent out last week by Susan Brewer, Director of Financial Aid, regarding student responsibilities for receiving Title IV funds. 

Graduation Activity

Dr. Roiger asked for alternative suggestions to replace the graduation luncheon due to low turnout. After discussion, the faculty decided to put the luncheon on hold for a few years due to money issues, and see if the graduation time changed.
Scholarship committee selections 


Tuesday, March 31, 2009?

 A tentative date of Tuesday, March 31, 2009 was set for the scholarship committee selections.
Awards Ceremony


Tuesday, April 21, 2009
Dr. Roiger announced Tuesday, April 21, 2009 has been set for the Division of Computer Information Systems awards ceremony. 
Ms. Selby reported that the Programming Contest and the ALAR conference will be held this year on February 13, 2009 at UCA. Six (6) students and one (1) alternate will be attending the conference. The alternate will be determined by class grades. Ms. Jacobs will check to see if a special license is needed for the eleven (11) passenger van or if two (2) mini vans will be needed.

Assessment

Exit Survey

Ms. Marsh distributed and reviewed the results of the 2008 exit survey that was completed by sixteen (16) students. The faculty agreed statistics should be kept on the last five (5) years. Dr. Roiger requested the supportive requirements course designator be changed to add PC Hardware/Software Maintenance.

Alumni Survey

Dr. Roiger distributed handouts and reported that most ratings are up again this year. The alumni survey was mailed out to between 75 and 80 alumni in one (1), (3), and five (5) year intervals, and between 15 and 17 surveys were returned. Concerns expressed by students were a lack of technical courses offered. These concerns are from some former students now working for small companies and having to do multiple jobs.

Employer Survey

Dr. Roiger reported 100 plus employer surveys were mailed out with 22 returned. This year CIS tried to target someone in IT when sending the surveys and more surveys were returned. Employer expectations are up across the board and ratings are down across the board. Technical skills are good but miserable social and life skills were reported. Ms. Hendrix noted this is the national trend in all majors and all graduates.
Ms. Selby requested all assessment documents be saved in 97-2003 format.
Graduation


Contact Numbers
Dr. Roiger has not received the graduation list yet. Ms. Marsh suggested a form be developed for students to fill out contact information when completing the exit survey. Faculty will be asked to help collect the information when Dr. Roiger receives the list.

Recruitment

Faculty reported good responses from the flyer that was sent out last year to all general education students, and the personal note cards sent to all incoming freshmen advisees. After discussion, the faculty agreed to begin sending note cards to all new advisees. Ms. Jacobs will put the note card and envelope in the faculty boxes along with the new advisee folder. Dr. Roiger asked faculty to come as available to Weevil Welcome on Friday, February 6, and Monday, February 9, 2009 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the Fine Arts Center.
Retention

Faculty discussed and approved giving business cards to advisees with their advisor’s contact information. Dr. Roiger asked Ms. Jacobs to check on the availability of business cards in stock. Faculty discussion ensued on other retention options including facebook and student email distribution lists. Faculty also reported good results when contacting Reba Riley in Information Technology to reset student email passwords.   
Dr. Roiger stated the Academic Alliance software email messages should be sent out to eligible students on Friday, January 23, 2009.
Dr. Roiger has not received a report on the Centennial Celebration recently. Faculty discussed the possibility of a big fall 2009 homecoming celebration, and a Rockefeller lecture tie in.   

Ms. Selby reported 19 out of the 22 students in her Spring 2009 Programming Logic and Design class are CIS majors.  

The meeting adjourned at 1:24 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathryn Jacobs, Secretary

Division of Computer Information Systems

