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CIS Assessment Analysis

2008
Learning Outcomes:


Teamwork problem-solving skills

Description of assessment procedure:

Faculty assigned students to two-person teams.  Each team was required to complete five programming assignments that tested their skills in algorithm development, logic, and output procedures.  Each team member was responsible for the completion of various sections of the program.  Teams were required to construct structure charts to indicate relationships between the various processes, utilizing the software package Microsoft® Visio.   The faculty member observed the work ability of each team.  

Course(s) in which conducted:






CIS 3553 Advanced COBOL

Description of findings:

Students shared work assignments, and systematically divided up the work load between the two team members during the development stage.  However, in the past few semesters, faculty observed that in the majority of cases only one team member was developing the algorithm, logic, and output procedures.  This in turn affected the students testing performance, for the reason that they had no working knowledge of the various programming tasks.   The teams did not effectively communicate with each other during lab times, through email, or outside the classroom concerning the various programming components.  The faculty felt that it was more important for the students to have a working knowledge of the various components of the COBOL programming language, than to continue the team-work concept.  
Feedback procedure(s):

Faculty observed and visited with team members to ensure compatibility. 

Proposed changes, if any:


In future assessment reports, CIS 3553 will no longer be used to assess SLO 5.  The faculty will meet to discuss whether ‘Team work’ should continue to be a student learning outcome of the CIS program, if so, then the Assessment Procedure will be re-written utilizing a different course(s).
