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Dear (name),

A review of UAM records indicates that you have not selected a major course of study for your degree program.  I would ask that you consider computer information systems as an educational goal and career choice.  There are several reasons why a Bachelor of Science degree in Computer Information Systems will provide desirable career outcomes.

First, do not be worried about the current trend toward outsourcing technological positions to foreign countries.  Most of the outsourcing involves computer science positions rather than computer information systems (CIS) positions.  All major companies are hiring CIS graduates, including Arkansas companies such as Alltel, Acxiom, Best Transportation, Dillards, J. B. Hunt, Murphy Oil, Tysons, Wal-mart, and Winstream.  This is just a partial list of companies that have hired our recent graduates.

Second, the Arkansas Student Loan Forgiveness program is alive and well.  This program commits the state of Arkansas to repay up to $10,000 of your student loans if you earn a degree in CIS from UAM and go to work for an Arkansas company in the information systems field.  The loans are paid at a rate of $ 2,500 a year over four years.

Third, our CIS program prepares graduates for a variety of career positions, including application programming using a variety of programming languages, database administration and management, systems analysis, World Wide Web and e-commerce development, and information technology management.  Typically, these career fields pay starting salaries around $45,000 a year and offer rapid advancement for the diligent employee.

If you think a career in information systems might be right for you or just want more information about our program, please do not hesitate to drop by the division's space in the Babin Business Center and talk to a few of our students or a CIS faculty member.  We will be happy to discuss career choices in information systems with you and show you our instructional and specialty laboratories.  

The University strongly supports the CIS program and strives to provide the latest in state-of-the-art equipment for student learning.  The CIS faculty and staff are student-centered and work hard to ensure positive student outcomes.  Please visit our website at www.uamont.edu/cis/ for additional information.

Sincerely,

Dr. James Roiger, Chair
