From:
CIS Faculty [CISFACULTY@VUAM-LIST.UAMONT.EDU] on behalf of Roiger Jim [roiger@UAMONT.EDU]

Sent:
Thursday, October 25, 2007 8:14 AM

To:
CISFACULTY@VUAM-LIST.UAMONT.EDU

Subject:
Items from AC meeting

1.        The University is developing an emergency notification procedure.  To that end, the Provost requests that all faculty who have cell phones provide the number to the Division office, negative reports required (if you don’t have a cell phone, let Kathryn know that also).

2.       Beginning in August, all continuing education classes or regularly scheduled classes intended to provide professional development for K-12 teachers must be pre-approved by ADE.  The required documentation is available at http://www.arkansased.org/rules/pdf/current/ade207_professional_development.pdf .    The documentation must include an “explanation of how each college course will meet the criteria for professional development.”  After reviewing the website, if specific questions still remain, contact UAM’s ERZ director, Mary Jo Barnett.

3.       Over the past ten years, southeastern Arkansas has gone from 23 school districts with 23,000 plus students to 13 districts with less than 17,000 students.  The long-range census bureau projection, due to declining economic stability, is for continued declining enrollment through 2027 (Information provided by Norman Hill).  The push for improving student retention is really going to accelerate.

4.       Debbie Bryant has suggested that the university needs to develop a program of scholastic  intramurals to complement the athletic intramurals.  If you have any ideas and/or are will to help Debbie develop such a program, contact her.

5.       Arts and Humanities and Math and Science will attempt a grand experiment this spring.  They will be offering a one section block schedule of 12 hours that includes “Intro to Algebra,” “Fundamentals of English,” “Intermediate Algebra,” and “Comp I.”  The classes will meet 5 days a week for eight weeks, Intro and fundamentals the first 8 weeks and Intermediate and Comp I the second 8 weeks.

6.       The university is going to become more vigilant about meeting the requirement that the general education requirements are being completed within the first 60 hours.  Research suggests that the timely completion of the gen ed curriculum improves retention and graduation numbers.  Advise your advisees accordingly.

Jim

