
Computer Information Systems (CIS) Major

Mission:


The mission of the Division of Computer Information Systems is to prepare students to assume dynamic roles as analysts and designers who will provide the professional insight required for building the information systems of the future.

Goals:
The Bachelor of Science Degree in Computer Information Systems is designed to provide students with an understanding of application software and language programming, to prepare students to write and manage database programs and networks, and to prepare students for advanced study.

Learning Objectives:

The student who graduates with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Computer Information Systems should meet the following learning objectives.

· Practical knowledge of various productivity software packages 
· Practical knowledge of various programming languages
· Knowledge of information systems development methods and techniques
· Knowledge of data communications and local area networks
· Teamwork problem-solving skills
Practices Used to Assess Conceptual Elements of the Computer Information Systems Major:

Student performance in computing is measured by the faculty using a variety of methods including:  laboratory assignments, hands-on and written quizzes and examinations, and student presentations.  The academic unit continuously monitors, evaluates, and refines each course in the curriculum to ensure that graduates emerge from not only a quality CIS program, but from one which is regionally competitive.

Practices Used to Assess Computer Information Systems Program: 

Student exit interviews/surveys, alumni surveys, and employer surveys are used to assess the Computer Information Systems program.

Student Surveys:

Each student will complete an exit interview/survey during the final semester of instruction.  The instrument will address the student's computer information systems knowledge set, satisfaction with their program course of study, satisfaction with the administration of the program, and perceptions of program areas of excellence and areas of deficiency.  See Appendix H.

Alumni Surveys:

The instrument will address the alumni’s satisfaction with their program course of study, satisfaction with the administration of the program, and perceptions of program areas of excellence and areas of deficiency.  See Appendix K
.

Employer Surveys:

The instrument will address the employer’s satisfaction with the knowledge set of our graduates, program course of study, and perceptions of program areas of excellence and areas of deficiency.   This survey will be utilized every three (3) years.
Career Outcomes:

The following criteria will be used to assess how successful our Computer Information Systems graduates are doing outside the university:

Has the student obtained employment in a timely manner?

Has the student been admitted to a graduate program?

This information may be obtained via word-of-mouth, the news media, and follow-up surveys of graduates.  The Computer Information Systems faculty will share individually collected information with the rest of the faculty on the career outcomes of Computer Information Systems majors.

Practices Used to Assess General Education Elements of the Computer Information Systems Major:
The capstone course, CIS 4633 Application Software Development Project will be used to assess how well the General Education program prepared students for study in the Computer Information Systems major.  The factors that will be used to assess the General Education program are critical thinking, research skills, oral communication, and writing capabilities.  Each factor is ranked, by the faculty member, during the various phases of the senior project.   The assessment is used to reflect the performance of the student on the various factors.  See Appendix G.
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